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Dear Sir/Madam 
 

IMPORTED EXPLOSION PROTECTED APPARATUS 
 
This letter contains information of a critical nature for distributors and users of imported 
explosion protected apparatus. 
 
The second edition of ARP 0108 i.e. ARP 0108 Edition 1.1: 2007 was published in March 
2007.  The significance of this date will soon become clear.  The following are extracts from 
this document: 
 
From Annex C: 
 
“C.1 In South Africa, all EPA used in underground mines (Group I) and on surface (Group II) 
shall be covered by an IA certificate. The requirements in C.2 to C.15 cover the validity of IA 
certificates. 
 
C.2  All IA certificates issued shall have a validity period of 10 years. Where a product is in 
service and its certificate has expired it will not be affected. IA certificates based on overseas 
certification will be valid for a period of one year. “ 
 
And from Annex A: 
 
“A.1 From the date of publication of this recommended practice (plus a six month phase-in 
period), all new EPA requires a certificate issued by an ATL.  Such certification will normally 
be based on approved national standards (refer to column 2 of table A.1). However, 
certification in terms of the standards listed in column 3 of table A.1 may be used as the basis 
for issuing such a certificate (IA certificate). No local testing will be required on equipment 
certified in terms of column 3, on condition that the ATL is provided with adequate evidence of 
recognized prior testing which demonstrates compliance with the applicable approved national 
standard. 
 
A.2 This requirement does not apply to equipment purchased prior to the date of publication of 
this recommended practice. (Refer to previous editions of this document and SANS 10108 for 
previous certification requirements).” 
 
Therefore, from September 2007 all imported Ex apparatus since March 2007 should be 
covered by an IA certificate (a type certificate issued by an ATL or local test laboratory like 
ourselves). 
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The information essential to the local certification of imported certified equipment: 

The information essential to the local certification of imported certified equipment: 

1. A signed copy of the original certificate. 

2. A manufacturer assurance i.e Quality Assurance Notification(QAN), confirming that they 
are valid mark holders, or a relevant batch approval report for the units installed (clause 11 
on ATEX certificate). 

3. Photographs/Catalogues/Drawings or a physical sample, whichever is the most 
convenient. 

4. If the standards that were used in the original certification are not based on the IEC 
standards, a local re-approval would be required due to the large cost of comparisons. 

5. A method/proposal of how the additional marking as required by ARP0108 will be applied 
to the equipment. 

6. A purchase order for the amount required depending on the number of certificates 
submitted.  

7. The cost and expected duration is as follows; 

Description IEC/EN Transfers UL, CSA ect 
Transfers 

System Approvals 

*Cost Setup: R750.00 

Per test rpt submitted: 
R1790.00 

R100: International 
transfer fee 

Quotation for local re-
certification (unless 

IECEx certified) 
Quotation 

Duration  

 

10 Workdays p/ test 
rpt 

As shown on quote As shown on quote 

*Annual renewal 
cost 

Setup: R500.00 

P/ test rpt: R890.00 

R100: International 
transfer fee 

Valid for 10 years Setup: R500.00 

P/ test rpt: R890.00 

 

* Explolabs reserves the right to re-quote after receipt of documentation. 

Should you require a copy of ARP0108 please contact STANSA www.sabs.co.za. 
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Examples of the documentation required - Certificate: 

 
QAN: 

 


